162   STORIES THAT WORDS  TELL US.

We speak of a " Parthian shot " when some one
finishes a conversation or an argument with a sharp
or witty remark, leaving no chance for an answer.
This expression comes from the story of the Par-
thians, a people who lived on the shores of the Cas-
pian Sea, and were famous as good archers among
the ancient nations.

The way in which the names of nations and
peoples have taken on more general meanings gives
us many glimpses into history.